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No Job? How Teens Can Spend the Dog Days of Summer

Experts offer tips on how kids can productively fill time when school is out

By Leanne ltalie

TRENDING STORIES

l

KL= Incredible Footage Shows Dog
Save Drowning Fawn Off Beach

IEZ= subway Troubles Continue to
2 Plague Riders into PM Commute

K= 911 call That Shut Down 10th
Avenue Is Unfounded: NYPD

KL= Man Acquitted in Deadly NYC
Subway Push

Nathan Miller, 19, stands over fellow student Camille Sem, 17, in a certified nursing assistant class
at New Berlin Eisenhower Middle/High School in New Berlin, Wis on Tuesday, June 2017. Like
many other teens, Miller is forgoing a summer job, in his case to play baseball and take the class for A
SR P Woman, 59, Who Tried for 4 Decades

to Get Pregnant Has Baby

With the number of teenagers working summer jobs in decline since the 1980s,

students and their parents have found creative ways to fill summer months. Some WEATHER FORECAST
still find traditional summer work, while others spend their summers doing a variety
of activities and work that can help them pad their college applications. | % \WEATHER ALERTS i il
Here are examples of what some teenagers are doing from June through August, Flushing, NY @
with tips from experts on how kids can productively fill time when school is out. Y O Broken
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GET TRAINING
Mary Ellen Ynes is the mother of two in the Silicon Valley town of Redwood a
Shores, California. Her nearly 16-year-old daughter just started her first full-time - _ -
summer job last week, but it took some extra effort to get it. When she turned 13, Radar Forecast Maps

she found many of the camps in her area were expensive overnight travel camps.
But after some digging, she managed to find some nearby camps that cost less
and offered "counselor-in-training" programs. WHAT DO YOU THINK?

After two summers of training, she got a work permit from school and applied to Ol mini € 1 oy i) i

from Delta?
work part-time at a local upscale health club as a childcare worker. She then
parlayed that experience into a full-time summer camp counselor job at the club, () Yes
making $10 an hour. e

| lwon't speculate
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E 10 People Injured From Runaway Boat on Indiana Lake

After an intoxicated boat driver cut a sharp turn that threw all passengers off, the runaway boat
continued to crash into a dock and another boat. The boat slowed enough for an officer, Jake Carlile, to
jump from a jet-ski onto the moving beat and stop it. (Published Monday, July 17, 2017)

PREPARE FOR COLLEGE & BABYSIT

Sheila Sheley of Dallas has a 16-year-old daughter who will be a senior in the fall.
Instead of a traditional summer job, Sheley encouraged her to find other ways that
would better serve her college resume needs.

"Her primary 'job' right now is finishing high school with a good GPA and full set of
extracurriculars while managing the college applications process," Sheley said.

Sheley said her daughter worked part-time at a fast food chain last year, but the
schedule wasn't flexible and the job only paid $8 an hour. So this year, Sheley said
her daughter set up a Facebook page to promote her babysitting services, where
she makes $10 to $12 an hour.

+ Kids These Days Aren't Working Summer Jobs Like Before

TAKE CLASSES

Shannon Behn, 17, of Mankato, Minnesota, will attend a five-week program at the
International Film Institute of New York this summer rather than work a job. The
short film she plans to make will be included in her college admissions portfolio as
she pursues a major in film.

"It can definitely be hard for someone in high school to find summer work just
because there are so many businesses and companies that don't hire anyone of
that age range," Behn said.

STUDY, INTERN & PLAY FRISBEE
Susan Gottfried, who lives in suburban Pittsburgh, leans toward letting her 14-
year-old daughter and 16-year-old son make their own summer plans.

m) Royal Family Photos: William, Kate and Kids Arrive in Poland

Karwai Tang/Wirelmage

Gottfried's younger child, who wants to be an animal behaviorist, will be a
sophomore next year. There's summer homework in store for her and in July, the
teen will take classes at the Pittsburgh Zoo. For most of August, she'll be an intern
with a local theater company and performing arts academy, doing sound for
summer productions.

Her son, a rising high school senior, is working on getting his driver's license. And
while many of his friends have jobs, he'll spend his time touring colleges and
finishing off work on his Eagle rank in Boy Scouts. He's also on an Ultimate
Frisbee team.

"| suppose Ultimate Frisbee will be viewed as a commitment to a sports team, just
as any other more mainstream sport would be,” Gottfried said. "Will colleges give it
more weight because it's a unique sport? Hard to say."

« World Emoji Day: A Huge Amount Is Shared Daily on Facebook

ADVICE FROM EXPERTS

Carlota Zimmerman in New York City is a career coach and success strategist.
She says teens should look less to "beef up their resume" than find something that
matches their interest.

"Don't focus on opportunities that look good, so much as opportunities that interest
your teen since then there's a higher chance she'll stick with it, and that's a large
part of what colleges want to see: consistency, commitment, intellectual curiosity,
maturity and initiative."

Erin Goodnow, founder and CEO of Going lvy, a college admissions consulting
group in Phoenix, Arizona, echoed Zimmerman's advice. "If you think you want to
be a social worker, volunteer this summer with a nonprofit organization in your

neighborhood. If you want to be a doctor, get some experience in the hospital.”

E Flash Flood Strikes Swimming Hole in Arizona

A flash flood struck a swimming hole near Payson, Arizona, July 16, 2017. (Published Monday, July 17,
2017)

Getting ahead of the admissions process is also a good idea, said Andy Bills,
senior vice president for enrollment at High Point University in High Point, North
Carolina. Bills suggests using the summer months to write and edit college
entrance essays, visit top five colleges and get familiar with application deadlines.

Published at 8:54 AM EDT on Jun 23, 2017
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